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By the Author of ComMoN SnNs:e.

ESE are the times  that try men’s fouls: The
~ fummer foldier and the funthine patriot.will, in this
A enﬁs fhrink from the fervice of his country ; but
het!mﬁmdent xow,dcfermﬂwlowmd thmhsofm
and woman.. T , like hell, is not conquered 3
yet we “have this tion mthta,%u tze ‘harder the
confli@®, the more glorious the triumph. - What we obtain
too cheap, we efteem too h@d&u ’@"mﬂmmfs only
thatégiilw every thing its value, ven; knows how. to fet
Fam upon its goods Mmld bzﬁan@@m-
deed, . if fo celeftial mamde as Faesnom fhould not be
‘rated.  Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny,
has deelmd, ‘that the has a right (met only #» T AX, but) ““to
D ms in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” and if being
in that manner is not flavery, then is there not fuch 2
thmgas flavery upon carth. Even the expreffion is impious,
unlimited a pawer can beleng only to Gob.
WHETHER the Independence of the Continent was de-
clared too foon, or de!ayed I will not now enter
into as an argument ; my own' ﬁm opinioh is, that had
it been eight months earfier, it would have heen much bet-
ter. We did not make a proper ufe ofinﬁmnut neither
could we, while we were inca &penﬂmt éomvar,
the fault, if it were one, was all our own ; we have none
to blame but ourfelves®. But no great deal is loft yet ; all
that Howe has been doing for this ronth paft is rather
ravage than a conqueft, which the fpirit.of the Jerfies a year

ago would have mcklyreyulfad,andwhwhmmda
little refolution will foon recover.
I have as little fuper&uou in meas any man hvmg, but
L i
» o Thepu&m imes (mﬁmg the ia). mwehm
“ifﬂgkﬂ;! W bﬂt ﬁm; ‘w Led, WW]&O!@
g:nmt will_partake of the evil' s no punith-

f,, pitcy. oy
“mmtkatmdmmda he who, or what, or

¢ where he will, that may be the means of facrificing a feafon

“¢ fo precious and ufeful,” CommoN SENsE.

during “The times that try men’s souls.”
lashed out at the “summer soldiers” and the “sunshine patriots.”

Thomas Paine’s The Crisis (1776)

This is a first printing of Number 1 of The Crisis, probably the most eloquent of all the pamphlets written
Composed during the bleak and discouraging winter of 1776 Paine

Lent to The Freedom Train by Colonel Richard Gimbel




